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Humble and Small, We Are Homeless and Helpless:
Description on Displacement in the Book of Songs

WANG Shanqing
( School of Literature and Media, Chuzhou University, Chuzhou 239000, Anhui, China )

Abstract: The Book of Songs represents the beginning of Chinese poetry and is also regarded as the source of
displacement literature. There are 39 poems about displacement in the Book of Songs, which account for 13% of the
total works. These displacement conditions reflected in these poems can be divided into group displacement and
individual displacement according to the scale of displacement. The images of the wanderers in the poems vary from
dukes or princes, ministers, soldiers to civilians and are mostly male. Most of the reasons for the displacement are
war, corvee, political abuse, asylum, official affairs, etc. These displacement-related works embody rich emotions. In
the way of expression, it adopts “appealing”, “opposite narration” and “interrogative syntax”, showing a unique
artistic charm.

Key words:  Book of Songs, wild goose

displacement,  opposite narration,
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